Thank You from the Brendan Oakes Trust
and the Alison Fracella Research Trust
A very big thank you to everyone who supported us in so many ways at our
Quiz Night on November 29th helping to make the occasion such a success.
The Ansell Centre was once again packed for the event and everyone said
that the evening was really enjoyable and great fun. The ploughman’s supper
was a big hit with everyone too! On the night, after expenses, we raised an
amazing £1,466 which we have divided between our two charities. Almost
every penny raised will go towards the work we are supporting as our charities
have minimal administration costs. The Brendan Oakes Trust supports
teenagers facing cancer and the Alison Fracella Research Trust is helping to
fund research into brain cancer, especially in young people, at the Royal
Marsden Hospital.
A huge thank you to Keith Avis Printers for once again printing our tickets and
for selling them for us in the shop. Many thanks also to the many local
businesses and people who were so generous in their donations of the many,
fantastic raffle prizes. Special thanks to Sue and Roy for all their help and to
Amber for running the raffle so well. A big thank you to Mark David for his
donation of a full day course at the Cooking Experience, to Hadleigh Tyres
and to Greggs Bakers for their donation of the bread rolls for the supper.
With tickets already being reserved for next year we feel sure our joint quiz is
set become an annual event!
Thank you once again to everyone who gave us such generous
support from Sue and Rob Kettlewell and Val and Mark Oakes
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The Drama Zone
Celebrating and nurturing young people's creativity in the heart of the Hadleigh
community. An exciting new club is opening it's doors to young people in
Hadleigh to encourage them to get in touch with their creative side. The Drama
Zone will run on Wednesdays between 4 and 5:30pm at the Ansell Community
Centre.
Do you enjoy drama?
Would you like to work with others to write and create your own play?
Do you want to try your hand at something creative in a supportive
environment?
The Drama Zone will give young people the opportunity to work as part of a
team, develop performance skills, increase self confidence and have creativity
nurtured. Participants will be encouraged to devise their own performances,
and workshops will include not only drama but script writing, prop, set and
costume design and making.
The club will open on Wednesday 14th January with a free taster session and
will run during the term time.Young people aged from 8 are welcome to attend.
Please call 07780 725132 to book your free place or to find out more.

Hadleigh Orchestra
Thank to everybody who supported our Christmas Concert – one of our very
best - and thank you for being so enthusiastic. As a result of your generosity,
after deduction of expenses, we have been able to send a cheque for £150.
to the L’Arche community in Ipswich. They do a wonderful work in creating
places of belonging for people with learning disabilities. We were once again
most grateful to Father Peter and the Catholic Church for the opportunity giving
our concert in St. Jospeh’s. It was Father Peter’s request that instead of making
our usual donation to the church we should give it to the L’Arche community.
After the Christmas break, rehearsals will being again at Beaumont
Community School on Monday Jan. 12th. 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm. If you are
interested in joining us, please do give me a ring on (01473) 827242 or Jose
on (01473) 741055. If you play a string instrument, you will be very welcome.
John Druce, (Chairman, Hadleigh Orchestra)
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Happy New Year to my loyal readers. Just before Christmas I was
stirring in my four poster in the early morning. The wireless had just
popped into life (in fact it is a Sony Digicube alarm clock which I have
had since the mid 70s when it was state of the art). None other than the
dulcet tones of Jane Haylock of The Idler was speaking to the County
about Hadleigh. It sounded as if she was next to me. I popped into see
Jane as I was concerned lest she had been broadcasting in her
housecoat. Apparently, it is going to be the year of the sheep in
Hadleigh so keep an eye on how you can participate. Sad news reached
me that Ann Stephenson (who used to own Odds and Ends) passed
away in December. Even in adversity Ann had a sense of humour and
she was a real local character.
I happened to mention pickled walnuts in one of my despatches. Many
of you will know John Sargeant “Busky” of Polstead who tells me that
he pickles his own. I have his walnuts in a jar and they are delicious and
went down a treat on Boxing Day. Thank you. My mother and I did
another winter Transatlantic Crossing on board Queen Mary 2. Even
in heavy seas and gale force winds, the ship was as stable as could be.
There is nothing to beat afternoon tea in the Queen’s Room with the
band playing. Another local resident, Elsie Brett from Elmsett,
happened to be on board with her family. It was quite something to be
discussing the foibles of Frank and Maria mid Atlantic. In New York my
mother and I thought that The Rockettes’ Christmas Show at Radio City
was absolutely fantastic. The Wurlitzer organ had two consoles and it
was a treat to hear. New York was freezing and we had to cancel our
train journey to Niagara due to heavy snow. We were able to fly to
Toronto and a limousine was waiting to motor us the two hours to
Niagara. You can see me on board the Hornblower (formerly Maid of
the Mist) where I got soaked as we went right up to the Falls.
Just before Christmas, Maria was concerned about Frank’s sprouts; they
were like buttons. Special feeding brought forth mighty hearts for
Christmas.
A sale of part of a parcel of land can be complicated. Clients are always
surprised that a plan drawn to scale is required by the Land Registry.
We can put you in touch with experts to do that. One then has to
consider what rights may need to be granted or reserved. Why don’t
you make a New Year’s Resolution to put your Will in place and you
could make a Lasting Power of Attorney at the same time. We will
await your call!
Howard Gibbons
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 PRIDE, SHOPRIDER AND DAYS APPROVED DEALER 

133 High Street Hadleigh Suffolk IP7 5EJ

 WHEELCHAIR AND SCOOTER HIRE 
 SERVICING  REPAIRS  SPARES  INSURANCE 

Tel 01473 822488

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS POSSIBLE

E-mail: HowardGibbons@gibbons.tv
www.gibbons.tv

MARKET PLACE HADLEIGH 01473 823235
PLEASE NOTE WE CLOSE AT 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS
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