The Hadleigh Historian (Issue 14)
February sees the 80th anniversary of the
world record-breaking flight in 1933 made
by Hadleigh man Oswald Gayford, who
flew non-stop from England to South
Africa, a distance of 5,341 miles. The ups
and downs of the journey and Gayford’s
impressive career in the Royal Air Force
are told in detail and illustrated from the
collection kindly loaned by Squadron
Leader John Bloomfield (retired), including
Hadleigh’s celebration of its hero when
Gayford visited the town on his 40th
birthday in May 1933.
Published in 2007, The Inventory of St
Mary’s Church, Hadleigh, Suffolk (still
available on the church bookstall) is a
fictionalised account of an inventory of
plate, vestments and books being drawn
up by churchwardens in 1480.
‘Embellishment of St Mary’s Church’ puts the listed items of plate in their
context, explains their uses in services, as well as showing that compared to
other parishes of similar standing, Hadleigh not only had such items in
quantity but also of quality.
This issue has the last in the series ‘From the Dean’s Diary’, when homes in
Angel Street like those of ‘decent old widow’ Ann Frost and farmer of Aldham
Common John Corder were subjected to Dean Knox’s scrutiny in 1844. A new
series will begin in the next issue entitled ‘From the British School Log Book’,
which covers the second half of the 19th century.
In 1822, John Quinton was robbed and his family threatened with violence at
their home in Hadleigh Hamlet. Margaret Jeffery, a member of Hadleigh Local
Studies Workshop, writes about the consequences for the perpetrators of this
crime in ‘A botched hanging’. Other articles include the story of Hadleigh’s
eccentric William Twigger; the age of the Raven Almshouses in Benton Street;
and a map showing Cross Farm, long before it was covered with roads and
houses like Highland Way, Taylor Road and Edwin Panks Road.
The Hadleigh Historian Issue 14 (February-March 2013) priced £3.00 is
available in Hadleigh at Keith Avis Newsagents and at Idler Bookshop,
and from Hollow Trees Farm Shop in Semer.
Sue Andrews

Hadleigh Thrift Shop
Just before Christmas we raffled a lovely
hamper. That was kindly donated by
Cooperative Funeral Services. It raised
£150 and was won by a lady called Molly
who lives in Whatfield. The Dean of St
Mary's Church picked out the winning
ticket, and the money was to help some
struggling families.
Local organisations helped:
Hadleigh Elderly Welfare
The Porch Project
Lindsey Parish Council, village sign
Angel Court
Hadleigh Cricket Club.
Home Start S.Suffolk & District
Layham Parish Council, rent for meeting

Hadleigh Executive Travel
Reliable, Affordable, Luxury Travel
AIRPORT & SEAPORT SPECIALIST
TRAIN STATIONS # HOSPITALS # PARTIES
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE TRAVEL

INER
NEW 8 SEATER MERCEDES TRAVEL

Excellent Rates

GSOLICITORS
IBBONS
Howard
in the
Barbican
gardens
Hello one and all: with the
opening of the Morrison
supermarket on the Buy
Right site, I thought that I
should pay a visit so that I
can empathise with my
readers who have to
experience these places. My groceries are trundled through the
countryside from an emporium in Piccadilly called Fortnum and
Mason! Morrisons seem to have squashed a lot of shelves in the
space available and all the shoppers were bumping into one another.
Not a shop of any particular distinction and prices are all much of a
muchness. Do continue to support the Co-op not least for the benefit
of the Town.
How quickly things change. Since I arrived in Hadleigh some ten
years ago, housing estates have sprung-up and now the usual
supermarket format. I am saddened to read of tried and tested shops
collapsing. As a result of shopping “on line” no one is going to the
shops. Commercial property in towns will lose its value if it can’t be
let. I read recently that no-one wants pianos and they are being
scrapped in their thousands. It seems that we are to become a nation
of uninteresting people who do not go out, have no hobbies, cannot
converse and only know how to click from one web-site to the next.
While you are clicking though, take a look at my new website at
www.gibbons.tv. You’ll find more pictures of me and there is a section
for my columns in case you have missed one.
COMPETITION: from the website you can work out the number of
complete years that I have been qualified as a solicitor. E-mail the
figure and the correct answer will win a bottle of champagne (if more
than one I will draw from a hat). You’ll need to let me have your
name and address. Although my column is read on a world wide
basis, I am afraid that I will only deliver the prize within the
catchment area of the magazine itself which of course does include all
the villages.
In the Summer, I was wafted by my long distance chauffeur Christof,
to London where I visited my good friend Stephen Chapman, a
commercial property lawyer who lives in one of the Barbican towers.
Parking is atrocious so how one manages without a driver, I do not
know. Stephen is another petrol head and has a large collection of
Cadillacs. The Barbican was constructed during the 1960s and 1970s
and includes the world famous Arts Centre. There are 13 terrace
blocks and three towers. The view from my friend’s flat on the 22nd
floor is fantastic. The complex has at its heart gardens surrounding
a lake only open to residents and where the picture shows me in an
oasis in the middle of the City. I had a lovely lunch in one of the
Barbican restaurants. All quite a different life-style to the Suffolk
countryside.
Howard Gibbons
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